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CASE REPORT : 

- 26 years - G1P0 
- No significant medical history
- Lingual mass found on T2 sonography 

- Referred to our center 

→ Fœtal MRI 

Questions?



Foetal
MRI  



DIAGNOSIS ?

01 Cystic Lymphangioma

02 Ectopic or abnormal salivary gland 

03 Vascular malformation - Hemangioma

04 Hamartoma - Teratoma

05 Lingual dermoid cyst

… and many others 



WHO WILL BE IN DELIVERY ROOM?



Birth 



NEONATAL EVOLUTION 

- Apgar 8/9/10 – BW 3200g (P55)
- No difficulty to breathe - no upper airway obstruction 
- No difficulty to eat – feeding on bottle 

- Soft,  depressible, fluctuating mass on right and 
anterior and inferior part of the tongue

- Discharge on DOL 9
- Medication : Vitamin D 

- Additional assessment : 
- Cardiac US – Cranial US – Abdominal US normal
- Auditory evoked potentials normal
- MRI 



MRI



EVOLUTION AT 1 MONTH

- No increase in size
- Feeding well 
- Gaining weight : 3475g (P40) 

- Same aspect of the mass : soft,  depressible, fluctuating
- Partial tongue protusion when mouth closed



EVOLUTION AT 3 MONTHS

- Increased mass : size and volume 
- Inability to close the mouth - unsightly appearance
- Good weight gain 
- Same appearance - baby plays with mass



TIME for 
SURGERY !



SURGERY :



ANATOMOPATHOLGY : 

- Cystic-like structure with ruptured wall : 2.5 x 2.2 x 1.2 cm
- Wall 0.1 cm; thin and smooth on the inside. 
- Cystic structure with yellowish gelatinous content – mucus inside

- Epithelium sometimes ulcerated and subtended by a few 
inflammatory elements and histiocytes.

- No part of salivary gland 
- Resection is complete.

→ Benign epithelial cyst - completely resected.

Mucocele of salivary gland = RanulaDIAGNOSIS? 



DIFFERENTIAL DIAGNOSIS :

- Congenital Hemangioma
- Venous or arteriovenous 

malformation 
- Arterio-venous fistula
- Cystic lymphangioma

Vascular 
- Epulis 
- Abnormal thyroid gland 

- Lingual thyroglossal duct cyst
- Lingual ectopic thyroid

- Oral duplication cyst
- Lingual dermoid cyst 

Non-vascular
- Ranula (mucocele)
- Oral neurofibroma
- Oral epithelial lesions:

-Papilloma
-Fibroepithelioma

- Odontogenic lesions
- Malignant lesions

Oral rhabdomyosarcoma
Oral lymphoma
Oral mesenchymal sarcoma
Oral teratoma

Tumoral 

- Assymetric salivary gland 
- Macroglossia – BW syndrom
- Frontal encephalocele
- Cleft lip 

Conditions that mimic oral mass



TAKE HOME MESSAGES : 

01 Antenatal counseling – referring center

02

Multi and Interdisciplinary approach03

Risks at birth – neonatal evolution 04

Close FUP 05

Timing of surgery 06

Broad differential diagnosis 



CREDITS: This presentation template was created by 
Slidesgo, and includes icons by Flaticon and 

infographics & images by Freepik

THANKS

Any questions?

http://bit.ly/2Tynxth
http://bit.ly/2TyoMsr
http://bit.ly/2TtBDfr
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