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▪ Patients: Low birth weight infants

▪ Intervention: Feeding with formula, 
either as a supplement to maternal 
expressed breast milk or as a sole diet

▪ Comparisson: donor breast milk 

▪ Outcome: higher rates of 
▪ weight gain, linear growth, and head 

growth 

▪ higher risk of developing necrotising
enterocolitis: 

▪ Number needed to harm: 33 

(95% CI 20 to 100; 9 studies, 1675 infants)
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▪ 325 liter milk per year

▪ 110 eligible infants per 

year

▪ Average 2.4 liter/infant
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Erasme, Brussels:
data from 2018-2021

▪ Average 42 infants

▪ Average 2.2 liter/infant



▪ 325 liter milk per year

▪ 110 eligible infants per year

▪ Average 2.4 liter/infant
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Dependent of the availability of mother’s own milk: 
need of 1680 – 3840 liters donor milk in Belgium per year
Budget of 504 000 € - 1 152 000 € per year
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